
By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Dana Gray of Grays’ 
Nursery and Garden Center 
summed up Northeast Tex-
as’ vegetable providers in a 
word. “Overwhelmed,” she 
said. “The 30-40 providers 
in Northeast Texas that we 
purchase from are simply 
overwhelmed.” 

Certainly the wet March 
had a lot to do with the 
seedling shortage, but the 
skyrocketing demand cre-
ated by the pandemic has 
outstripped supply. Across 
Wood County, families have 
started small vegetable gar-
dens, in what is one of the 
few positive outcomes from 
the virus. 

Gray has seen many sea-
sons of planting come and 
go, as the family started East 
Texas Feed in 1979. Some 20 
years ago, they transitioned 
the business to a nursery 
and garden center.

“These have been some of 
our biggest days ever,” she 
explained. “I feel a bit guilty 
when the business prospers 
as so many people strug-
gle,” she continued, “so I just 
keep searching out the best 
quality seedlings and plants 
we can find for them.”

A casual drive around the 
county, or even through 
Mineola neighborhoods, 

illustrates just how many 
neighbors have put in small 
gardens. Small is a key word 
in beginning a vegetable 
patch. 

As Mineola native DeeAnn 
Ferguson commented, “You 
don’t need a lot of space. 
You can use square-foot gar-
dening or box gardening,” 
she added.

Ferguson has been advis-
ing clients at Gray’s for the 
past eight years. In addition 
to starting small, she often 
offers two other bits of wis-
dom to vegetable gardening 
enthusiasts: 1) it is all trial 
and error, and 2) all our soil 
is different. 

The trial and error wisdom 
is timeless. When confront-
ed with so many options 
– what to plant, where and 
how much – the advice to 
try, observe and try again 
with small changes to the 
process is central to effective 
growing. 

The constitution of the 
local soil is a tricky issue. 
Wood County sits astride 
the transition between the 
coastal plain and the clay-
pan soil regions. Acidic 
sandy-loam soil in the east-
ern part of the county tran-
sitions to a clay subsoil and 
sandy surface texture in the 
western reaches. 

At a more personal level, 
as Ferguson pointed out, 

“Your soil is going to be dif-
ferent than the soil of whom-
ever you are talking to about 
soil.”   

Composting is the method 
used to fertilize soil so that 
it will be more productive. 
Compost is available for 
purchase or can be a collec-
tion of specific home and 

yard waste. For larger scale 
jobs, compost is available 
through two local firms: 
Texas Organic Soil of Tyler 
and Vital Earth of Big Sandy.

Tucked beside and around 
a tidy home just down Farm 
to Market Road 49 is the 
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Veterans, family members and visitors:
Due to the state of emergency and the developing situa-

tion with COVID-19, the Wood County Military Veterans 
Committee has decided to cancel the annual Memorial Day 
event for safety reasons.

We pray that everyone at noon Monday, May 25 will take 
a moment of silence in memory of those who made the ul-
timate sacrifice and dedicated to all who served.

Thank you,
Bobby Grant
President

Letter to the Editor

An extra week of early 
voting has been added for 
the rescheduled spring par-
ty primary runoffs.

The runoff, which had 
been scheduled May 26, 
was postponed until July 
14 by Gov. Greg Abbott in 
response to the measures 
taken to slow the spread of 
COVID-19.

Early voting was set July 
6-10, and last week Abbott 
added another week. So 
early voting will commence 
on Monday, June 29 and last 
until July 10.

Last day to register to 
participate in the runoff is 
Monday, June 15.

Attempts to have 
COVID-19 added as a uni-
versal reason for requesting 
a mail-in ballot have been 
tied up in court appeals.

Two Wood County races 
will be included in the run-
off, both in the Republican 
primary.

Sheriff Tom Castloo faces 
Kelly Cole, and Commis-
sioner Virgil Holland faces 
Keith Gilbreath.

Any registered voter may 
participate in the runoff. 
Those who did not take part 
in the primary can vote in 
either party’s runoff. Those 
who voted in the primary 
must vote in the same par-
ty’s runoff.

The runoff for Democrats 
has no local races but does 
feature the runoff for Unit-
ed States Senate.

The May city council and 
school board elections were 
delayed until the general 
election Nov. 3.

Party primary runoff 
early voting extended

Wood Memorial Nursing Center residents in Mineola were treated to a parade by area citizens on Friday. Residents of 
such facilities have been on virtual lock-down since stay-at-home orders were first issued in March, and only necessary 
personnel were allowed in or out. In addition, testing of all residents and employees has been ordered by the state. 
See related photo Page Eight. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

QISD life skills challenge 
gaining national attention

Native gardener Mitchel Bowles among his healthy potato plants. (Monitor 
photo by John Arbter)

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

In these days of uncertain-
ty, and even some fear of 
the unknown, Quitman ISD 
students took the last couple 
of weeks to learn skills not 
normally taught in the class-
room.

After being relegated to 
online classes or packets of 
assignments while stuck 
at home due to COVID-19 
restrictions, Quitman edu-
cators found a way to chal-
lenge their students with a 
series of life skill exercises. 
Parents and students alike 
were ready for a break from 
the regulated lessons from 
their classes.

The challenges were 
grade-level appropriate and 
challenging for the students 
and their families. The sub-
jects were diversified into 
different areas, and a stu-

dent was able choose a chal-
lenge they believed would 
be beneficial to them in the 
future.

Superintendent Rhonda 
Turner was happy with the 
results and said other dis-
tricts had reached out to 
QISD about the program.

“I can tell you that we 
have been contacted by 
school districts all over the 
United States about our Life 
Skills Challenge. Our web-
site link to the challenges 
has had 237,581 hits,” Turn-
er said. “Our students and 
parents have given us pos-
itive feedback and seemed 
to enjoy the change of pace 
for the last two weeks of 
school. Cooking seems to 
be the popular life skill, 
followed by learning to do 
laundry!”

Turner said the challenges 
were designed to address 
real life needs that parents 

and guardians would feel 
comfortable helping their 
students to complete. The 
varied challenges also en-
couraged team building, 
time management, personal 
responsibility, following di-
rections and problem solv-
ing. Students were able to 
use choice boards to choose 
the skill they felt benefitted 
them most.

The life skills were divided 
in groups: pre-K, kindergar-
ten and first grade; second 
through fifth grade; sixth 
through eighth grade; and 
ninth through 12th grades.

In the pre-K through first 
grade level students could 
choose challenges including 
learning a parent’s phone 
number, folding towels and 
washing clothes and putting 
them away, setting the table 
for a family meal, making 

More turn to home gardening during pandemic

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@wood.cm

Life After Meth Ministries 
has expanded its outreach in 
two significant ways recent-
ly.

Recovery Ranch was 
founded on property west of 
Mineola several months ago 
and can serve up to nine fe-
male clients.

The ministry, based in 
Alba where it was founded 
by Kevin Moree, has taken 
the additional step of add-
ing a service called Second 
Chance Homes by Second 
Chance Hands.

Clients from the recov-
ery center are building tiny 
homes for area residents 
who find themselves in need 
of a roof over their heads for 
a variety of reasons.

And the response has been 
overwhelming, Moree said.

The first one is nearly com-
pleted. It was built onsite at 
the ranch and will soon be 
moved to its permanent lo-
cation.

As Moree explained, it 
had been in his long-range 
plans (that he developed in 
a journal he wrote while in 
prison) to assist people with 
housing.

He had hoped to reach 
that point in seven years and 

is two and a half years ahead 
of schedule.

The entire ministry has de-
veloped in similar fashion 
– bigger and faster than he 
could have imagined.

And it’s all because God 
continues to open doors.

“It had always been on my 
heart to do one (home) for 

Recovery ministry building tiny homes

Maggie Robinson works on the first tiny home being built by the Second 
Chance Homes by Second Chance Hands program at the Recovery Ranch near 
Mineola. (Courtesy photo)

Wood County has first 
death from COVID-19

Texas prepared to enter the second phase 
of reopening businesses Monday, the same 
day Wood County recorded its first death 
from COVID-19.

The governor announced the next steps 
in restarting the economy in a Monday af-
ternoon news conference, and later that day 
the Northeast Texas Public Health District 
released its daily dashboard which showed 
the number of confirmed cases had risen 
since Friday.

That first death was identified as be-
ing from the Winnsboro area, which also 
jumped to the top of the list with the most 
cases, eight.

The increase of four cases since Friday 
brought the total number of confirmed cas-

es to 22, while the number of recoveries re-
mained at 11.

NET Health releases its dashboard on 
weekdays.

The cases are split with 11 men and 11 
women

By age range the largest group is 40-59 
with nine followed by 21-40 with six. Min-
eola has recorded five cases, Quitman four 
and Yantis three. The cases are identified by 
ZIP code.

Those cases are from 172 tests conducted 
on county residents.

A variety of businesses and activities got 
the green light from Gov. Greg Abbott Mon-



the bed each day, helping a 
family member pick weeds 
in the flower bed and clean 
up the yard, and learn their 
address.

For the second through 
fifth graders some of the 
challenges were sorting 
laundry and learning how 
to measure detergent and 
wash and dry at least one 
load of clothes, working 
with a parent to plan one 
or two family meals for the 
week, vacuuming each room 
in the house, organizing 
their closet, cleaning out the 
family car, gathering all the 
trash and finding out what 
day the trash runs and take 
it to the curb, and dusting 
three rooms including their 
own room.

At the middle school lev-
el grades six through eight, 
students had some tougher 
challenges such as cleaning 
the bathrooms including 
scrubbing the tub/show-
er and cleaning the toilet; 
choosing a friend and call 
and talk to them instead of 
using social media or tex-
ting; thinking about two 
people they know are going 
through a hard time and 
checking on them and letting 
them know they are think-
ing about them; cleaning out 
all trash, dishes, etc. from 

their room, dusting all sur-
faces, washing their sheets 
and vacuuming the floor; 
and loading and unloading 
the dishwasher three times a 
week or washing and drying 
dishes three times a week.

For the high school ages, 
grades nine through seniors 
challenges included learn-
ing how to change a tire; go-
ing on a virtual hunt for an 
apartment with a $600 per 

month rent budget; learn-
ing job interview tips and 
practicing interviewing with 
an adult or friend; learning 
how to check the oil in the 
family’s car; doing an out-
door job for a neighbor as a 
surprise; doing three loads 
of laundry, one for them-
selves, one for a younger sib-
ling and one for a caregiver; 
and learning how to sew a 
button.
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MINEOLA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m., high school lobby.
MINEOLA HISTORICAL MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD - third 
Tuesday, 4 p.m., city hall. 903-569-6183. Public invited.
MINEOLA MASONIC LODGE - second Thursday, dinner at 
6:30 p.m., meeting at 7:30 p.m. All Masons invited. 569-2608.
MINEOLA REBEKAH LODGE – every other Saturday, 11 a.m., 
106 S. Line St. All Rebekahs welcome, 769-4024.
MINEOLA ROTARY CLUB - Monday noon, Mineola Country 
Club.
MINEOLA SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER - 308 University, 8:45 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 8:45 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Tuesday. 903-497-1162; Dominoes, cards, rummy cube.
MLOTA LINE DANCE GUILD – Tuesday and Friday, 8 to 9 a.m. 
beginners, intermediate 9 a.m. to noon
MLOTA FIBER/CRAFT ART GUILD – third Wednesday at 1 
p.m. and first and third Thursday at 10 a.m.  
MLOTA QUILT GUILD - first Thursday at 10 a.m.
MLOTA PAINTERS GUILD - Wednesday, 10 a.m.; business 
meeting fourth Monday.
MLOTA RUG HOOKING GROUP - first Thursday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Beginners are welcome.
MLOTA PHOTOGRAPHY GUILD - fourth Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
All levels welcome
MLOTA SCULPTURE GUILD – first and third Tuesday, 1 p.m. 
Business meeting second Monday at 10:30 a.m.
PARENTS ANONYMOUS GROUP - Saturday, 2-3:30 p.m., 
First Baptist Church, Quitman. Children’s program provided. 
903-629-2114
PILOT CLUB OF MINEOLA - second Tuesday, 6 p.m. Mineola 
Civic Center. President Loraine Epps.
QUILTS OF VALOR group, Stitchin’ Angels, meet the last 
Wednesday of the month at 10:30 a.m., 1118 N. Pacific St., 
Mineola, to make quilts for service members and veterans.

QUITMAN GARDEN CLUB - second Tuesday (except when on 
field trips), 2 p.m., Quitman library. quitmangardenclub@gmail.
com. All are welcome.
QUITMAN/LAKE FORK KIWANIS - Wednesday, noon, Faith 
Student Center, 403 S. Main St., Quitman.
QUITMAN LIONS CLUB - For meeting time and place call 903-
763-4126.
QUITMAN PILOT CLUB - third Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., UT Health 
Quitman board room. 903-383-5075.
QUITMAN ROTARY CLUB, Thursday, noon, UT Health Quit-
man Community Room, N. Hwy. 37.
QUITMAN CITY COUNCIL – third Thursday, 5:30 p.m.; city hall.
QUITMAN SCHOOL BOARD – third Monday, 6 p.m. Adminis-
tration Building.
REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF WOOD COUNTY - third Monday, 
11:30 a.m., Caroll Green Civic Center, Quitman.
SINGING AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HAWKINS - 
fourth Sunday, 2-4 p.m.
SCOTTISH RITE - Wood County Scottish Rite Club meets third 
Friday of odd month, 6:30 p.m., Richie’s Café in Winnsboro. 
903-253-3635.
TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL - Garden Valley chapter, 
Tuesdays on Mercy Ships campus, noon to 1 p.m. Call ahead 

for room details 903-939-7000 or gvtn@mercyships.org.
TOPS GROUP - Thursday, 8-11 a.m., Harvest Acres Baptist 
Church, NW Loop 564, 569-1240 , 569-2415.
UPPER SABINE VALLEY SOLID WASTE DISTRICT - meet-
ings are held quarterly, 5:30 p.m. on a Thursday to be deter-
mined at the Wood County Airport board room.
UT HEALTH QUITMAN - needs volunteers. Great opportunity 
to meet people while helping your community. Contact Beverly 
Haynes, 713-447-6903.
VFW AUXILIARY #7523 - third Sunday, 1 p.m., Recruiting new 
members. 569-2228.
VFW POST #7523 - third Wednesday, 6 p.m., Karaoke every 
Friday and Saturday, 8 p.m. 569-2228.
WHYTE DOVE WRITER’S GROUP - Second Tuesday, 6 
p.m., Quitman Public Library. 903.967.7488, e-mail kayoung.
wdp2001@gmail.com
WOOD COUNTY 4-H HORSE CLUB - Business meeting, Mon-
day, 2 p.m., Wood County Extension Office.
WOOD COUNTY AGGIE MOMS - 1st Monday, 6 p.m. at 
Speakeasy in Quitman (except January, June, July, August), 
903-539-7049 or Wood County Aggie Moms Facebook page.
WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT - Quarterly, third 
Thursday, 8 a.m., appraisal district office. Open to the public.

WOOD COUNTY ARBORETUM & BOTANICAL GARDENS – 
garden workday each Wednesday 9 a.m. to noon, all levels of 
experience welcome. Come at 8:45 a.m. in the kitchen of the 
Stinson House for coffee. 175 Gov Hogg Pkwy, Quitman – the 
two-story white house behind the pavilion at Hogg Park.
WOOD COUNTY CENTRAL HOSPITAL DISTRICT - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m. in the UT Health Quitman hospital board 
room (every three months).
WOOD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT - every other 
Tuesday, Courthouse, Quitman, 10 a.m. 903-763-2716.
WOOD COUNTY CRIME STOPPERS - every other month, 
third Monday, 6 p.m., depending exceptions. Wood County 
Justice Center courtroom. The public is invited. 903-569-3711
WOOD COUNTY DEMOCRAT CLUB – fourth Thursday, Quit-
man Public Library, at 6:15 p.m. www.woodcountydem.org 936-
635-4656
WOOD COUNTY EXPLORERS – first Monday, 6 p.m., Armed 
Texans facility.
WOOD COUNTY TX GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - third Mon-
day, January through May and September through November, 
7 p.m., Quitman Public Library, Shamburger Community Room. 
For 903-763-4191 or 967-2458.
WOOD COUNTY PREC. 2 CONSTABLE EXPLORERS – first 
Thursday, 6:30 p.m., Armed Texans Training Facility, 369 CR 
2784, Mineola.
WOOD COUNTY RETIRED SCHOOL PERSONNEL ASSOCI-
ATION - third Monday, Sept.-Dec. and Feb.-April, 2 p.m. and in 
May at 5 p.m., Forever Young Activity Center, 402 S. Main St., 
Quitman. All retired school personnel are invited.
YANTIS CITY COUNCIL – second Tuesday, 6 p.m., city hall.
YANTIS SCHOOL BOARD – second Monday, 6 p.m., school 
cafeteria.
YANTIS/LAKE FORK LIONS CLUB - second Thursday, 6 p.m., 
Yantis Community Center.

Listings alternated on a weekly basis

Mineola ISD lays out plans 
for hosting live graduation

Mineola ISD has offered 
guidelines for the planned 
live high school graduation 
ceremony Friday, June 5 
with an alternate of Satur-
day, June 6 at 8 p.m. at Mer-
edith Memorial Stadium.

If the ceremony has to be 
canceled due to increased 
restrictions concerning 
the COVID-19 outbreak, 
a virtual graduation was 
filmed May 19 and would 
be shown instead at the 
planned graduation time.

The graduation will also 
be broadcast live, and those 
65 or older or with under-
lying health conditions are 
encouraged to watch the 
broadcast.

Each student will receive 
five wristbands for guest 

access to the stadium, along 
with three parking permits.

All graduates and attend-
ees will be required to pres-
ent a health screening sur-
vey prior to entering.

Gates will open at 7 p.m. 
Seating will be first come, 
first served, and appropri-
ate seating will be marked 
to preserve social distanc-
ing.

Restrooms will be avail-
able for emergency use 
and will be monitored for 
single use, and faucets and 
door handles will be wiped 
down briefly after each use.

Following the ceremony 
students will be escorted 
to their vehicles by school 
staff – no guests on the field. 
Guests will be released once 

students have started exit-
ing, and gatherings in the 
parking lot are discouraged.

“After all this class has 
been through, finishing the 
year participating in a live 
graduation ceremony al-
lows our students and their 
families to experience some 
degree of normalcy since 
the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said Superin-
tendent Cody Mize. “Our 
goal is to create a safe envi-
ronment for our students, 
staff and guests as we come 
together to celebrate the 
Class of 2020.”

Mize noted that state 
guidelines impacting grad-
uations could change at any 
time, so participants should 
remain flexible.

The Mineola Area Cham-
ber of Commerce has can-
celed two major events 
that initially had been post-
poned.

The annual awards 
banquet in March was 
postponed as concerns 
arose about the spread of 
COVID-19. With uncertainty 

surrounding the resumption 
of such activities, the board 
of directors voted last week 
to cancel the event. It is held 
at the Mineola Civic Center 
which has to follow restrict-
ed access protocols.

The May Fiesta that was 
scheduled May 2 was also 
postponed with the possibil-

ity of holding it later in the 
year. But the board agreed to 
cancel it as well.

The next big event for the 
chamber will be the Iron 
Horse Festival, held the last 
weekend in September.

Directors also agreed to 
explore holding the monthly 
chamber breakfasts online.

A “Reverse Parade” has 
been planned to honor the 
Quitman High School Senior 
Class of 2020. The Quitman 
community wants to bring 
the parade to the graduates.

Thursday from 6-7 p.m. all 
QHS 2020 graduates will be 
lined up in the front parking 
lot of QHS dressed in their 
graduation robes and rega-
lia.

Family and friends may 
drive through the student 
drop-off lane “parade style” 
and wish all the graduates 
happy thoughts and words 
of encouragement.

The Wood County Mon-
itor will be closed Monday, 
May 25 in observance of Me-
morial Day.

All news and advertising 
deadlines will be Friday at 4 

p.m. on May 22.
The newspaper will go to 

press and be distributed on 
its normal schedule on Tues-
day and Wednesday, May 
26 and 27, respectively.

The annual Memorial Day 
celebration on the court-
house square in Quitman 
has been canceled.

Stay safe out there.
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Monitor sets early Memorial Day holiday deadlines

Mineola chamber cancels banquet, fiesta

Parade planned to honor Quitman HS graduates

Quitman students got a break from at-home learning the last two weeks with 
the Life Skills Challenge to help them learn useful skills. (Courtesy photo)

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

Mineola residents who are 
late on their utility bills will 
have two upcoming dead-
lines to meet.

The city, under state guid-
ance issued during the coro-
navirus pandemic, has not 
been enforcing late fees or 
disconnecting utilities for 
non-payment.

But the state has said that 
debt collections can resume.

Mayor Kevin White out-
lined the city’s plans Mon-
day. 

He noted that many of 
those in arrears – 53 resi-
dents and three businesses 
– are those who are usually 
past due and appear to have 
taken advantage of the city’s 
generosity.

Some set up payment 
plans but then did not make 
any payments.

The city is requesting that 
half of the overdue amount 
be paid by June 15 and the 
balance by July 10. Other-
wise the late fees will start 
being added to the bills and 
disconnect notices issued.

Anyone whose account is 

late will be receiving a let-
ter outlining the repayment 
plan, White said.

He said what the city wants 
to see is people making an 
effort to pay their bills, such 
as through a payment plan.

“We want to be good 
neighbors,” he said.

White said many had like-
ly received a stimulus pay-
ment from the federal gov-
ernment that could be used 
for rent and utilities.

He explained that cities 
can waive late fees but can-
not waive fees for services, 
such as water.

Mineola utility customers given deadline

Mineola senior Kelby Bruner completes his paper work Tuesday morning when he and his classmates were videoed 
for a virtual graduation, should the live graduation planned June 5 be canceled. Melanie McNiel, senior class sponsor, 
helped organize the event. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

Wood County commis-
sioners approved giving the 
county judge permission to 
participate in the Corona-
virus Relief Fund, adminis-
tered by the Texas Division 
of Emergency Management.

These funds are to be 
used for expenses the coun-

ty has had as a result of the 
COVID-19 problem. The 
CRF money can be used for 
medical expenses, public 
health expenses, expenses 
of actions to facilitate com-
pliance with COVID-19 
related public health mea-
sures, expenses associated 

with the provision of eco-
nomic support in connec-
tion with COVID-19 health 
emergencies, and any other 
COVID-19 related expenses 
reasonably necessary to the 
function of government that 
satisfy the fund’s eligibility 
criteria.

County to seek virus relief funds



Mayor Pro Tem Novada 
Bigham took the mayor’s 
gavel to open her final meet-
ing on the Mineola City 
Council Monday.

Bigham has served Ward 
Three for 22 years and 
stepped down at the end of 
her 11th term. Cassandra 
Sampson was unopposed 
to replace Bigham and was 
sworn in Monday, along 
with returning members 
Jayne Lankford and Sue 
Jones. Jones was elected as 
the new mayor pro tem.

Among those praising 
Bigham’s years of service 
were State Rep. Cole Hef-
ner and State Sen. Bryan 
Hughes.

Hefner presented Bigham 
with a flag flown over the 
state capitol in her honor, 
and Hughes presented a 
joint resolution from the 
Texas Senate and Texas 
House and a state gavel.
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Local Attorney
Serving the Legal Needs
Of Our Community

903-569-0405
kyle@waggoner-law.com

Available for 
Phone Consultation 
or Office Visit

Wills and Trusts
Durable Power of Attorney
Medical Power of Attorney
Advanced Directive
Business Law Matters

Kyle G. Waggoner, 
JD, CPA

Waggoner Law Office
Kyle G. Waggoner, JD, CPA

MEALS ON WHEELS

Meals on Wheels office phone: 497-1162
Hometown Friendly from Hometown Folks

Fri. May 22 - BBQ Pork Rib Patty, Northern
Beans, Hot Sliced Peaches, Hamburger Bun, Milk
Mon. May 25 - Frozen Meal Only - Cheese
Enchiladas, Enchilada Sauce, Pinto Beans, Hot
Sliced Peaches, Dinner Roll, Milk
Tues. May 26 - Sliced Turkey Breast w/Gravy,
Roasted Sweet Potatoes, Cabbage, Cornbread,
Fresh Banana, Milk
Wed. May 27 - Hamburger Patty, Lettuce &
Tomato, Tater Tot Casserole, Hamburger Bun,
Hot Pineapple Tidbits, Milk, Mustard/Ketchup
Thur. May 28 - Meatloaf w/Brown Gravy, Parslied
Potatoes, Hot Spiced Fruit, Texas Bread, Milk

THIS WEEK’S MENUS:

Drive thru
125 E. Broad St. • Mineola • 903-569-3882
FREE delivery

2185 N. Pacific, Ste. 200
Mineola TX 75773

903-569-5115
HefnerGroup.com

Your Shield of Protection

Mineola Animal Shelter

Lake Country Animal Clinic
Clifton D. Bradshaw «» 903-569-5418
1124 W. FM 564 «» Mineola, TX 75773

Sponsored 

by:

Baker Street 903-569-2252
If No Answer, Call 903-569-6294
Tuesday-Saturday From 8am - 4pm

To help decrease the number of homeless animals, please 
remember to have your dogs & cats spayed and neutered.

Mineola Animal Shelter

Can you provide a forever home for him? 

is around 10 years old, 
a blue heeler mix, fixed, 
chipped & housebroken

JasperJasper

Quitman Chamber of Commerce partnered with the school district to honor high school seniors by putting their posters 
on the east side of the courthouse square. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has sparked stories of trag-
edy and uncertain emotions 
and feelings. But it has also 
seen unlikely heroes rise 
to the occasion, from first 
responders to those on the 
front lines of the war on the 
virus and those who have 
turned their time staying at 
home into positive action for 
others.

A former student who is a 
nurse at Mansfield Method-
ist Hospital asked Jane Her-
ring if she might be able to 
make a mask for work. The 
Quitman ISD board member 
and retired educator went to 
work immediately. What be-
gan as just a few masks only 
weeks ago has turned into 
over 700 made by Herring in 
her home.

Herring started making 
the masks in March and giv-
ing them away.

“Some of the kids I have 
taught and some of their 
mothers who are nurses and 
work in healthcare were on 
Facebook pleading for masks 
because they were getting 
only one mask a day,” Her-
ring said. “I hadn’t sewed in 
about 30 years, but I got on 
YouTube and looked at how 
to make the masks. I got out 
in my store room and started 
looking for materials. I made 
some samples and sent some 
to one of my students who 
works at Mansfield Method-
ist. I started making masks 
on March 16.”

The word got out and 
Herring heard from Smith 
County Sheriff Larry Smith.

“I taught Sheriff Smith’s 
kids. He needed masks for 
his jail workers. Noel Martin 
came by and picked up 50. 
I sent about 50 to the hospi-

tal in Mansfield and a large 
nursing home in Texarka-
na,” Herring noted. 

Herring went to Facebook 
and asked for help getting 
materials. “People brought 
me elastic and bags to put 
the masks in. People have 
been helping me out,” Her-
ring added.

Herring continues to prac-
tice social distancing. For 
local people, Herring places 
masks in a paper bag and 
leaves them tied to the gate 
at her back yard.

“One of my military kids is 
up in Chicago and couldn’t 
get any masks, so I sent 
some up there. One local 
church wanted some masks 
for those who might come 
to a service and did not have 
one,” Herring remarked. 
“Anybody that needed a 
mask, I made them one and 
I still have some.”

Besides being patriotic, 

Herring had a sentimen-
tal reason for making the 
masks.

“My Daddy’s mother died 
on November 11, 1918, the 
day World War I ended. 
She died with that Spanish 
Flu,” Herring recalled. “I 
did this to honor her, Jessica 
Elizabeth McCullough. She 
is buried up at Blossom up 
near Paris.”

Also from Quitman, Jan 
Peek decided her daughter, 
who works in an office at 
Texas Spine and Joint Hospi-
tal in Tyler, needed masks to 
wear at work.

“She has an office, but she 
goes all over the hospital and 
I wanted to make sure she 
had some masks,” Peek said. 
“When I made some and she 
carried some over there. I 
guess now I have made over 
400 masks for that hospital 
alone.”

The word got out about 
Peek’s talent and she was 
contacted by a dentist in 
Gun Barrel City in the Cedar 
Creek Lake area.

“This dentist called and I 
don’t remember his name, 
but I made some for him 
too,” Peek said. “I have sent 
some with Stacy Teaff for the 
hospital where she works 
and I sent some more with 
Rene Gilbreath who works 
at UT Health in Tyler.”

Peek has also had people 
come by locally.

“I have made several for 
folks around here where I 
live. They would wear one 
and somebody would see it 
and they would want one. I 
didn’t charge for them. I had 
some donations. It’s kind 
of slowed down, but I sent 
some more with my daugh-
ter just the other day,” Peek 
observed. “I still have some 
here and if anybody wants 
one they can come by and 
get one.”

Without leaving their 
homes, Herring and Peek 
have answered the call to 
serve their country by pro-
viding over 1,000 face masks 
where they are needed. They 
have done it on their own 
time and their own dime.

These two ladies are he-
roes too!

Jan Peek sits at her sewing machine with some of the face masks she has 
made. Peek has sent out more than 400 face masks to many health workers 
and to her Quitman neighbors. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

Some heroes wear masks, others make them

These sacks are not filled with food. This is Jane Herring’s way of social dis-
tancing when she is giving away face masks. Each paper bag has face masks 
in them to be picked up. (Monitor photo by Larry Tucker)

Bigham honored for 22 years

State Senator Bryan Hughes presents a state of Texas gavel to Novada Bigham, 
who has served on the Mineola City Council for 22 years. (Courtesy photo)

Metal plates of the graduation portraits of Mineola High School seniors were 
installed in downtown Monday night. Gary Bright with Gene’s Photography 
took the portraits, had the plates made and assembled them in groups of four, 
which city crews installed. MISD financed the project. (Courtesy photo)

COVID From page 1

day to reopen or restart, 
ranging from sports leagues 
and summer camps to bars 
and personal care business-
es.

Abbott also gave public 
schools the option of having 
summer school after May 31 
and doubled the capacity for 
restaurants to 50%. They had 
been allowed to operate at 
25% in addition to outdoor 
spaces.

Businesses in office build-
ings were given the go ahead 
for a maximum of 10 em-
ployees or 25% of the work 
force.

Abbott’s order did not ex-
tend to areas around Ama-
rillo and El Paso which have 
seen higher case numbers.

Throughout his Monday 
news conference Abbott con-
tinually stressed health and 
safety recommendations of 
social distancing, wearing 
face masks in public and 
continued hand sanitizing.

He said recommendations 
for reopening venues such 
as theme parks are still being 
studied.

One of the key indicators 
Abbott said Texas leaders 
have been monitoring is a 
downward trend in the per-
cent of positive cases among 
those tested, now about 5%.
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urge everyone to attend
the church of their choice!

The employees of

Hughes Appliance 
& Air Conditioning 

1305 W. Broad - Mineola 
903-569-5440 or 903-569-6903

Packagers of Dried Beans, 
Peas, Rice, Popcorn,

Household Aluminum
Foil & Plastic Wrap 

322 Freeman 
903-569-2636

Kelly Drug 

Corner of Hwy. 69 & 80 | 569-3882 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. | Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

FREE DELIVERY

MINEOLA • 903-569-5437

Dairy Queen 
of Mineola 

903·569·5454

DOW AUTOPLEX 
Full Service GM Dealer  

Sales Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6 Sat. 9 - 5 
1313 Hwy. 69 S - Mineola

903-569-2621

Compliments of 

Kemp-Meek 
Manufacturing Co. Inc. 

Mineola, Tx.  
“Strong churches make strong communities”

WOOD COUNTY
ASPHALT

2124 County Road 2670
903.569.1833

BAILEY’S ACE 
HARDWARE

522 E. Broad      903.569.2911
Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 7 pm, 

Sat 8 am - 6 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

Wood County Church Directory

Support Our Area Churches 
With An Ad In This Location

Alba
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Gunter Assembly of God

4578 North FM 17, Alba
 (903) 765-9981

BAPTIST
Bright Star Baptist Church

 2795 Co Rd 3480, Alba
 903-473-4064

Pastor Jerry Jackson Jr.
Enon Baptist Church

7133 TX-182, Alba
(903) 765-2014

Pastor - Reggie Day
First Baptist Church of Alba 

219 E. Holly, Alba
903-765-2471

Pastor Kelly B. Burton
Lake Fork Baptist

9483 W. FM 515, Alba
903-473-9523

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Alba Church of Christ

Off Hwy. 69, Alba
John Ratliff

Church of Christ of Alba
105 W. Holley St., Alba

903-765-9450
George Filpansick

METHODIST
Alba United Methodist

170 E Holley St, Alba
 903-473-2411

Rev. Beverly Tune

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Amazing Grace Fellowship Church

7405 US Hwy 69 E, Alba
Pastor Byron George
Open Door Church
633 CR1560, Alba 

(903) 765-3587
B.D. Bohannoi

Golden
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cottonwood Assembly of God
8481 FM 779, Golden

(903) 765-2675
Pastor: Otis Lee

BAPTIST
Golden First Baptist Church

County Road 2940, Golden
903 768-2258

Pastor  Robert Mounce
Pilgrim Rest #2 Baptist Church
205 County Road 2376, Golden

903-768-2653
Pastor Jason Walters

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Golden Bible Church

CR 2290, Golden
(903) 768-2700

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Golden Church of Christ

FM Rd. 779, Golden
903-768-2712
James Stringer

METHODIST
Golden United Methodist

658 FM 1799, Golden
903-768-2268

Pastor Jim Pickens

Hawkins
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God
102 Hams St., Hawkins

903-769-3835
Pastor Don Majors

BAPTIST
Liberty Baptist

288 CR 3650, Hawkins
903-769-2250

Pastor Bob Sexton

LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
3718 FM 2869 • Hawkins

903-769-4065
Kyle Kirk

PENTECOSTAL
Pine Mills Pentecostal Church

Hwy. 14, Hawkins
903-857-2527

Pastor M.D. Thornhill

Holly Lake
CATHOLIC

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
1612 S. 2869, Holly Lake
Rev. Michael T. Snyder

903-769-3235

Mineola
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

1917 N US Hwy 69
(903) 569-9882

Pastor Jerry Williams
Iglesia Primera 

 Asamblea de Dios
511 N. Second, Mineola

903-569-5537

BAPTIST
Calvary Baptist Church

779 FM 49, Mineola
(903) 768-2313

Pastor Donald Masters
Central Baptist Church
602 N Line St, Mineola

(903) 569-3203
First Baptist Church

204 N Johnson St, Mineola
(903) 569-3873

Pastor Phillip Casper
Freedom Baptist Church

155 CR 2201, Mineola
903-638-8555

Pastor  Al Dusek
Hainesville Baptist Church

3368 FM 49, Mineola
903 569-3212

 Pastor Terry Davis
Harvest Acres Baptist Church
1062 W State Loop 564, Mineola

903-569-5351
Pastor David W. Burcham

Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church
Hwy. 778, Mineola

Pastor: Rick Ellington
Legacy Baptist Fellowship
415 W. McDonald, Mineola

903-316-0552
Macedonia Missionary Baptist

1555 County Road 3875, Mineola
(903) 769-5618

Pastor Thomas Ricks
Mt. Enterprise Baptist Church

3331 S St. Hwy. 37, Mineola
(903) 569-2124
Jonathan Allenw

Mt. Pisgah Baptist
4995 FM 49, Mineola

Pastor Tim Nall

New Hope Baptist Church
3855 FM 1801, Mineola

 (903) 569-3760
Pastor Michael Mize

Northside Baptist Church
1718 N. Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3872
Steve Prestridge, Pastor

Rose Hill Baptist Church
1420 CR 2460, Mineola 

(903) 569-5746
Pastor Jeff Thompson

Sand Springs Baptist Church
3208 C.R. 2330, Mineola

(903) 569-9350
Pastor Nick Kerry

Silver Lake Baptist Church
150 E Hwy. 80, Mineola

(903) 569-2433
Pastor Mike Sullivan

St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
304 S. Stone St., Mineola

(903) 569-8722
Pastor Demethruis T. Boyd

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Lake Country Bible Church

1402 N Pacific St, Mineola
 (903) 569-5730

CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle

Catholic Church
203 Meadowbrook, Mineola

903- 569–3665
Pastor Lawrence Love

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian Church

Disciples of Christ
209 North Pacific, Mineola

903-569-2537
 Pastor Rick Son

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Broad St. Church of Christ

440 West Broad, Mineola
903-569-2046 

Golden Church of Christ
Golden

903-768-2712
North Loop Church of Christ

326 W FM 564, Mineola
903-569-3117
Clark Dugger

Jamestown Church of Christ
22022 FM1253, Mineola

(903) 569-0516
Mineola Church of Christ
1621 N. Pacific, Mineola

903- 569-5571
Southside Church of Christ

527 Read St., Mineola
903- 569-6812

Malcolm Duncan

EPISCOPAL
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
800 N. Johnson, Mineola

903- 569-2478
Right Rev. Frazier Lawton

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Hwy. 69 South, Mineola

903-569-6370

METHODIST/ CHRISTIAN 
EPISCOPAL

East Chapel CME Church
723 South Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3624
Pastor - Leonard Spurling

METHODIST
1st United Methodist Church

612 N Newsom St, Mineola
569-5426

Rev. Paul Thomasson
Smith Chapel Methodist
 670 FM 1804, Mineola

903-569-9187
Pastor Jim Pickens

Johnson Chapel Methodist
224 Elliott, Mineola

903-569-9536
Pastor Clara Gilbert 

NAZARENE
First Church of the Nazarene

503 N. Line, Mineola
903-569-3057

Rev. Randy Larpenteur.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Worship Center

 2973 St. Hwy 80 E., Mineola
903-569-8708

Rev. Kenneth Teo 
Church of the Lakes
at Enchanted Lakes

22410 County Rd 455, Mineola
(903) 569-5101

Holy Ghost Central Church
Hwy. 69-10 N of Mineola

903-768-2262
Pastor Rick Childers

Mineola Christian Fellowship
2207 W US Hwy 80, Mineola

(903) 569-8884
Safe Harbor Prophetic Ministries

5411 Hwy 37, Mineola
569-8388

Pastors: Andy & Irene Madding
Spur on Ministries

2670 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
863-697-0469

Pastor Mike Fletcher

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
New Life Pentecostal

201 W F M Rd 564, Mineola
903-569-5750

Pastor David Bethel

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh Day Adventist

1904 Old Tyler Hwy., Mineola
903-569-6930

Pastor Richard Rose

Quitman
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

909 E. Goode St., Quitman
903-763-2901

Pastor Ken Otwell

BAPTIST
Clover Hill Baptist

FM 69, Quitman
903-967-7440

Pastor Mark Thompson
Ebenezer Baptist
FM 14, Quitman
903-967-2848

Pastor John Skelton
Faith Baptist Church

405 S Hart Street, Quitman
903-492-3535

Pastor Mike Midkiff
First Baptist, Quitman
301 W. Lane, Quitman

903-763-4142
Rev. Gabe Martin

Forest Hill Baptist Church
 1880 TX-37, Quitman

 (903) 967-3420
Pastor Fred Morrow 
Mt. Calvary Baptist

1119 E. G Goode St., Quitman
903-967-2392
Darrell Pixley

Muddy Creek Baptist
FM 69, Quitman
903-967-3384
Jerry Williams

Myrtle Springs Baptist
2185 FM 2225, Quitman

David Cook
903-878-2504

New Life Baptist Fellowship
7365 Main St., Quitman

903-763-1405
Charles Brewster
Rock Hill Baptist

3543 FM 2966, Quitman
903-878-2762
Ken Goodson

Whispering Hope Baptist Church
155 S Farm Road 14, Quitman

(903) 967-3149
Pastor Eddie Slaton

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ

111 Winnsboro, Quitman
903-763-5544

Del Ussery

Church of God in Christ
Mt. Calvary Church of God in Christ

209 Bookman St., Quitman TX
(903)780-097

Pastor Bobby H.  Jones

JEWISH
Bethel Temple Fellowship

680 CR 2150, Quitman, Texas
(940) 206-5830

Rabbi  Linda Gutierrez

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
1128 E Goode St, Quitman

(903) 967-3533
Bishop Dean Brown

METHODIST
Brock’s Chapel Methodist
207 Clark Street, Quitman

903-763-4062
Linda McCullough

First United Methodist
406 E Lane St, Quitman

(903) 763-4127
Rev. Keefe Cropper
Liberty Methodist

E. Goode St./Hwy. 154, Quitman
(903) 967-7691

Rev. Keefe Cropper

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Church on the Rock

302 S Main St, Quitman
(903) 763-4588
David Jackson

Country Fellowship
of Wood County

709 Oakwood Dr • Quitman
Andrew McQueen

Living Water Fellowship
2574 FM2088, Quitman

(903) 967-2000
David Hartley

Wood County Cowboy Church
3435 FM 2088, Quitman

903-535-9155
Chase Pope

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
Victory Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church
1600 N. State Hwy. 37, Quitman

(903) 967-2628
Pastor Keith Clark

Sulphur Springs
LUTHERAN

Our Savior Lutheran
1000 Texas St, Sulphur Springs

(903) 885-5787
Timothy Eden

Winnsboro
BAPTIST

Cartwright Baptist
267 CR 4896, Winnsboro

903-967-2818
Pastor: Bro. Cody Mize
Crossroads Baptist

1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro
Pastor Terry Bolton
East Point Baptist

5029 FM 2088, Winnsboro
Bro. James Scott

Perryville Baptist Church
9429 E. FM 851, Winnsboro

903-725-7729
Little Hope Baptist Church

CR 3990 and CR 3984, Winnsboro
430-502-5855

Pastor James Young Jr.
Sharon Baptist

176 CR 4890, Winnsboro
903-629-7202
Perry Shirley

CATHOLIC
St. Ann’s Catholic

1010 W. FM 515, Winnsboro
903-629-7889
Mani Mathai

CHRISTIAN
Central Christian Church
110 Sage St., Winnsboro

903-342-5883
F. Kevin Hollowell

METHODIST
Perryville Methodist Church

FM 852, Perryville
8 Miles SE of Winnsboro

Glenda Mendoza

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian

302 S Chestnut St, Winnsboro
(903) 342-3011

Rev. Dr. Jerry Carpenter

Yantis
BAPTIST

County Line Baptist
6380 FM 2966, Yantis

903-383-2148
Pastor Rodney Christ

Covenant Reformed Baptist
FM 515 & 852, Yantis
Pastor Tony Jackson
First Baptist, Yantis

100 Church St., Yantis
903-383-2393

Pastor Craig Vance
White Oak Baptist
116 PR 5922, Yantis

(903) 383-2310
Pastor Jimmy Rogers

Lake Fork Baptist Church
A lighthouse on the lake

9483 W FM 515 • Alba, Tx 75410
(903) 473-9523 Fax: 903-474-9045

Website: www.lakeforkbaptist.org
email:info@lakeforkbaptist.org

Chad Lewis 903-763-5445
305 E. Goode St., Quitman

Kenneth L. Williams CPA
308 N. Main • Quitman

903-763-4366
We support our local community

Paddy’s Autoworks
Auto Repair Professionals

3841 E. Hwy. 154 • 903-967-3799
Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Tiffany’s Restaurant
“My-O-My the Pie”
271 CR 1558 • Alba

903-765-2087
Open Daily 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Lowe Funeral Home
1102 E. Goode • 763-2242

Dwayne & Lucy Lowe
Quitman, Texas

DISCOUNT BUILDING
MATERIALS

Autumn Wind Assisted
Living of Winnsboro

903-342-3388

903-763-4711 • www.coventryfinancialtexas.com

Composition - Torchdown - Metal
Residential • Free Estimates

Boddie Roofing

903-850-4642

Thou therefore endure hardness, 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

  – 2 Timothy 2:3  K.J.V.

602 E. Goode • 903-763-2931
BUILDING MATERIALS - FLOORING SHINGLES - SHEET METAL 

DOORS CABINETS - WINDOWS
Open Monday-Saturday 8 a m to 5 p m

903-569-2442 • 715 Mimosa St. • Mineola, Texas 75773
903-763-4522  • 211 N. Main • Quitman, TX 75783

We remember the men and women 

who have given their lives for this 

country throughout history. We 

remember their courage, their 

selflessness and their dedication. We 

remember the hardship, the suffering 

and the ultimate sacrifice. On Memorial 

Day and every day, we remember with 

respect those who have fought and 

died to defend our democratic ideals 

and secure our freedoms. With deep 

gratitude, we remember those who 

gave all for our country. 

Greater love hath no man than 

this, that a man lay down his 

life for his friends.

  – John 15:13 K.J.V.

We
Remember
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Mineola Police Report

Mineola Fire Report

Wood County Sheriff’s Report
MAY 5

6:51 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 778 near Mineo-
la concerning criminal mischief. 
The reporting party’s property 
was damaged. 

10:29 a.m. Deputies were 
dispatched to PR 7855 near 
Hawkins concerning criminal 
mischief. The reporting party’s 
property was damaged. This 
case has been forwarded to in-
vestigators.

10:54 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 1971 near Yantis 
for an inquest. A male, 70, was 
found deceased in his residence. 
No autopsy was ordered by the 
justice of the peace.

11:56 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 1801 near Min-
eola about a dispute. Deputies 
made contact with the individual 
and cleared the incident.

2:30 p.m. Deputies responded 
to a suspicious person on CR 
3450 near Hawkins. Deputies 
made contact with the reporting 
party and advised there would 
be extra patrol in the area.

10:08 p.m. Deputies respond-
ed to a suspicious person on FM 
2869 near Hawkins. Deputies lo-
cated the individual and cleared 
the incident.

10:20 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 3277 near Quit-
man in reference to shots fired. 
Deputies made contact with the 
individuals and they advised 
they would stop shooting.

MAY 6
3:32 a.m. Deputies responded 

to a suspicious vehicle on FM 
182 near Quitman. Deputies lo-
cated the vehicle and cleared the 
area. 

10:38 a.m. Deputies respond-
ed to a suspicious vehicle on 
Hwy. 69 near Mineola. Deputies 
located the vehicle and cleared 
the incident.

11:06 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2320 near Mine-
ola concerning a theft. A known 
person stole the reporting party’s 
wallet. This case has been for-
warded to investigators.

12:20 p.m. Deputies were 
dispatched to CR 2121 near 
Quitman concerning criminal 
mischief. A known person dam-
aged the reporting party’s vehi-
cle. Deputies issued a criminal 
trespass warning. This case was 
forwarded to investigators.

5:10 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party concerning 
credit/debit card abuse on Oak 
Hollow Lane near Hawkins. The 
reporting party’s debit/credit card 
was used without authorization. 
This case is active.

8:51 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to PR 7829 near Haw-
kins about an assault. Clifford 
France, III, 55, of Hawkins, was 
arrested for assault causes bodi-
ly injury/family violence.

MAY 7
8:40 p.m. Deputies spoke with 

the reporting party concerning 
a terroristic threat on CR 3448 

near Hawkins. Deputies issued 
a criminal trespass warning and 
cleared the incident.

10:08 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 49 near Mineola 
concerning criminal mischief. 
The reporting party’s mailbox 
was damaged. 

2:44 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party concerning 
harassment on Geronimo near 
Quitman. Deputies gave the re-
porting party advice and cleared 
the incident.

6:59 p.m. Deputies spoke 
with the reporting party about 
a terroristic threat on CR 4575 
near Winnsboro. Deputies gave 
the reporting party advice and 
cleared the incident.

10:30 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 49 near Mineola 
about a possible assault. Joe 
McClenny, 40, of Mineola, was 
arrested for an outstanding war-
rant.

MAY 8
2:49 p.m., Deputies spoke with 

the reporting party about unau-
thorized use of a motor vehicle 
on CR 1545 near Alba. A known 
person took the vehicle from the 
reporting party’s property without 
authorization. The vehicle was 
later located and the incident 
was cleared.

4:11 p.m., Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2560 near Mineo-
la concerning theft. An ATV was 
stolen from the reporting party’s 
property. This case is forwarded 
to investigators.

6:02 p.m. Deputies responded 
to a suspicious person on CR 
3920 near Hawkins. Deputies lo-
cated the individual and cleared 
the incident.

MAY 9
2:07 a.m. Deputies responded 

to a suspicious person on FM 
2869 near Hawkins. Deputies lo-
cated the individual and cleared 
the incident.

10:44 a.m. Deputies spoke 
with the reporting party about 
the unauthorized use of a motor 
vehicle on FM 17 near Alba. A 
known person took the reporting 
party’s vehicle without autho-
rization. The vehicle was later 
returned and the incident was 
cleared.

2:40 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party concerning 
criminal mischief on FM 778 
near Hawkins.The reporting par-
ty’s mailbox was damaged. 

7:41 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Hwy. 154 near Quit-
man concerning a disturbance. 
Deputies located the individuals 
and cleared the incident.

9:01 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 1416 near Quit-
man about a dispute. Deputies 
spoke with all parties involved 
and cleared the incident.

10:25 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 1560 near Alba 
concerning a noise complaint. 
Deputies located the individuals 
and advised them to lower the 
volume of the music.

10:46 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to FM 14 near Hawkins 
concerning suspicious circum-
stances. Deputies located the 
suspicious activity and cleared 
the incident.

MAY 10
1:13 a.m. Deputies were dis-

patched to FM 17 near Alba 
about a disturbance. Parties 
were separated for the night.

12:49 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 4568 near Winns-
boro concerning an assault. 
Deputies spoke with all parties 
involved and cleared the inci-
dent.

2:35 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to Kickapoo near Quit-
man concerning a terroristic 
threat. This case has been for-
warded to investigators.

3:43 p.m. Deputies spoke with 
the reporting party about a crim-
inal trespass on PR 7402 near 
Hawkins. Deputies gave the re-
porting party advice and cleared 
the incident.

7:58 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 3440 near Haw-
kins concerning a dispute. Dep-
uties located the individuals and 
cleared the incident.

8:49 p.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 2264 near Min-
eola about a noise complaint. 
Deputies located the individuals 
and advised them to lower the 
volume of their music.

MAY 11
9:26 a.m. Deputies spoke with 

the reporting party about harass-
ment on Kickapoo near Quitman. 
Deputies gave the reporting par-
ty advice and cleared the inci-
dent.

11:03 a.m. Deputies were 
dispatched to FM 2869 near 
Hawkins concerning suspicious 
circumstances. A known person 
unlawfully installed a tracking 
device on the reporting party’s 
vehicle. This case has been for-
warded to investigators.

11:26 a.m. Deputies were dis-
patched to CR 1416 near Quit-
man for an inquest. A male, 29, 
was found deceased in the lake. 
The justice of the peace ordered 
an autopsy. This case has been 
forwarded to investigators.

5:40 p.m. Deputies responded 
to a suspicious person on Hwy. 
80 near Mineola. The individual 
was located and transported to 
the hospital by EMS.

8:24 p.m. Larry Green, 65, of 
Alba, was arrested for indecent 
assault on FM 17 near Alba. 

Between May 5-12, Wood 
County Sheriff’s Deputies re-
sponded to multiple agency as-
sists that included the following: 
Quitman Police Department, 
Hopkins County Sheriff’s Office, 
Mineola Police Department, Re-
flections Hospice, Mineola Fire 
Department, Emergency Med-
ical Services, Hawkins Police 
Department and Pittsburg Police 
Department.

MAY 7
12:31 a.m. John Lopez, 19 of 

Mineola was arrested for pub-
lic intoxication. A caller reported 
that a male was walking in the 
middle roadway in the 800 block 
of McWhorter St. The caller stat-
ed that the male then fell in the 
ditch and when he tried to help, 
the subject became combative. 
He was checked out by EMS and 
then placed into custody.  

8:08 a.m. A caller from the 100 
block of Stone St. reported possi-
ble criminal mischief, his vehicle 
had been scratched. The scratch-
es were later found to have been 
made from small children. No re-
port was filed.  

10:25 a.m. Seven puppies 
were discovered under a house 
in the 600 block of Hogg St. The 
puppies seemed to be in good 
health and were taken to the an-
imal shelter. A short time later all 
seven puppies were picked up by 
a rescue group. 

3:34 p.m. Dispatchers received 
several 9-1-1 hang up calls from 
the 500 block of N. Pacific St. 
Officers spoke to a parent who 
stated their young child had been 
playing on the phone. 

3:39 p.m. Officers assisted the 
Lindale Police Dept. in looking for 
a stolen vehicle from their city be-
lieved to be in the Mineola area. 
The vehicle was later recovered 
by another agency. 

6:22 p.m. Officers responded 
to a disturbance call in the 800 
block of Sycamore St. Three fam-
ily members were involved. Offi-
cers separated all parties. No one 
wished to file charges. All parties 
were separated for the night and 
mandatory reports were complet-
ed. 

11:21 p.m. A disturbance was 
reported in the 700 block of 
Goodson Circle. Caller advised 
that a male outside the house 
was screaming at a female inside 
the house. Subjects were identi-
fied and advised it was a verbal 
disagreement only. No offense 
was committed.

MAY 8
8:19 a.m. Officers located a 

woman inside Walmart who was 
known by officers to be tres-
passed from that location. The 
woman was detained and re-
moved from the property.  A war-
rant for her arrest is pending. 

10:43 a.m. A concerned citizen 
reported that as he was driving 
in the 500 block of W. Buchan-
an St., he noticed a woman who 
seemed to be in distress. The 

man stopped and checked on the 
woman who was having a hard 
time breathing. Officers and EMS 
were dispatched. The woman 
was transported to the hospital 
by EMS.  

10:43 a.m. A credit card fraud 
report was taken when a man 
started receiving statements in 
the mail advising that his fuel 
card had been used in Austin. 
The man stated that he did not 
use the card in Austin and the 
card has been used on several 
occasions without his consent. A 
report was filed and this case is 
under investigation. 

1:48 p.m. Officers assisted the 
Mineola water department with 
blocking the roadway for under-
ground repairs. Road blockage 
was reported at E. Broad St. and 
N. Pacific St. 

4:20 p.m. An employee at a 
business in the 1100 block of E. 
Broad St. reported a suspicious 
person coming into the business. 
The business reported that the 
man was talking about strange 
things and wanted them to dial 
911 for him. Officers made con-
tact with the man. After further 
investigation it was determined 
that the man’s vehicle had broken 
down. An officer took the subject 
back to his vehicle. 

4:24 p.m. A business in the 300 
block of E. Broad St. requested 
a man be criminally trespassed 
from their property. The man was 
located and a trespass order was 
issued and signed. 

MAY 9
7:46 p.m. Officers responded to 

a dog chasing children in the 400 
block of Meredith St. Officers at-
tempted to make contact with the 
owners of the dog. Owners were 
not home at the time. Dog was 
taken to the animal shelter and 
later reclaimed by owners. 

9:29 p.m. Officers were dis-
patched to the 100 block of Fran-
cis St. in reference to a distur-
bance. After further investigation 
it was found that an argument 
had started over the removal of 
items from the property.  The ar-
gument was verbal only and par-
ties decided to separate for the 
evening and return at a later date. 

MAY 10
9:26 a.m. Walmart reported a 

man inside the store cursing at 
employees and causing a distur-
bance. The store requested that 
the man be removed from the 
property. The man had left prior 
to the officer’s arrival. 

7:46 p.m. A male and female 

were reported in a heated dis-
agreement in a yard in the 300 
block of Krause St.  Officers ad-
vised the parties had separated 
for the evening and no physical 
contact was made between the 
two. Verbal only, no offense was 
committed. 

MAY 11
9:15 a.m. A disturbance was 

reported in the 600 block of Free-
man St. One of the subjects in-
volved in the disturbance had left 
prior to the officer’s arrival. Offi-
cers spoke to a man on the scene 
who advised that the confronta-
tion was over a truck. After further 
investigation it was found that the 
issue would be a civil matter.

10:08 p.m. Dennis Edward 
Brown Jr, 48 of Mineola was ar-
rested for public intoxication after 
a call of a man shinning a light 
from his cell phone in a yard in 
the 400 block of W. Buchanan St.

MAY 12
9:25 a.m. A theft was reported 

in the 300 block of Greenville 
Hwy. Investigators are working 
with Adult Protective Services 
on a case where funds are being 
misused. This case is under in-
vestigation. 

MAY 13
9:12 a.m. Officers and inves-

tigators responded to a welfare 
concern in the 1000 block of N. 
Newsom St. Rhonda Cox, 53, of 
Mineola was found deceased in 
her home. Justice of the peace 
was contacted. Investigation con-
tinues. 

11:21 a.m. A man in the 300 
block of W. Buchanan St. report-
ed a criminal mischief offense. A 
fence on the property had been 
tampered with. 

12:19 p.m. Animal control offi-
cers were called to the 100 block 
of Gerald St. to rescue a kitten 
from a dryer vent. The kitten was 
safely removed and taken to the 
shelter to be adopted.  

4:03 p.m. An out-of-town man 
reported an argument between 
him and his girlfriend on the side 
of the roadway. Officers respond-
ed to the 400 block of E. Broad 
St. Officer talked with both par-
ties and found it to be verbal only.  
The two were separated. No of-
fense committed. 

6:50 p.m. Officers assisted 
a motorist in the 400 block of 
E. Broad St. The man’s vehicle 
had lost power. The vehicle was 
boosted and the subject was able 
to continue his drive.

Passenger vehicle fire: May 
7, 10:59 a.m., Pine & Birch (En-
chanted Lakes), Mineola.

Outside rubbish, trash or 
waste fire: May 7, 8:35 p.m., 845 
CR 2745, Mineola.

Medical assist, assist EMS 
crew: May 10, 12:11 a.m., 26481 
CR 457, Mineola; May 12, 7:42 

p.m., 1476 N. Hwy. 69, Mineola; 
May 13, 3:43 p.m., 524 Dubose 
St., Mineola.

Motor vehicle accident with 
injuries: May 10, 11:41 N. Hwy. 
69 & N. CR 2310, Mineola.

Authorized controlled burn-
ing: May 10, 2:39 p.m., 1830 E. 
Hwy. 80, Mineola.

Smoke scare, odor of 
smoke: May 11, 12:34 p.m., 
1825 N. Pacific St., Mineola.

Steam, vapor, fog or dust 
thought to be smoke: May 7, 
7:28 p.m., N. Hwy. 69 & N. CR 
2275, Mineola.

Coleman Bail Bond

903.763.4844

(Directly across the street from Wood County Jail)
407 S. Stephen • Quitman, Texas 75763

24 Hour Service
Credit Terms Available

MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00AM–6:00PM

SATURDAY
8:00AM–1:00PM

Sheriff says no foul play in drowning
A 29-year old Mineola 

man drowned at Quitman 
Lake May 11. Cody Alan 
Alexander was found by a 
family at the county lake.

After an investigation, 

Wood County Sheriff Tom 
Castloo indicated there was 
no foul play and it was a 
drowning.

“After the autopsy and fo-
rensics it indicated this was 

a drowning,” Castloo said.
The International ALERT 

Academy dive team from 
the Big Sandy area was 
called in to help search the 
lake for possible evidence.

the needy,” Moree said. “I 
didn’t know how to formu-
late it together.”

He was sharing his idea 
with Wayne Jones, who 
serves as vice president 
of the Life After Meth 
non-profit.

They found an investor 
for the first home and Jones, 
whose background includes 
carpentry, began training 
the ranch’s clients in the 
various trades of carpentry, 
electrical, plumbing and 
painting.

The clients are not only 
giving back, which has been 
a part of the ranch curric-
ulum, but learning useful 
skills as well. And as one 
client remarked, also team-
work.

The clients will also get to 
keep 10 percent of the pro-
ceeds from the sale of any 
homes, to help them along 
the way.

Moree said the second 
house would likely be built 
at its site rather than at the 
ranch.

The tiny homes measure 
12’x32’ and are of solid con-
struction, Moree said.

They can be built in-the-
dry or turn-key.

The plan is that once each 
house is either sold or spon-
sored, the funds will be used 

to begin the next project.
Moree noted that not all 

clients at Recovery Ranch 
are recovering from drug 
addiction. Some are fleeing 
abusive situations.

But all are learning, or re-
learning, how to live pro-
ductively.

The program is based on 
the same principles as Life 
After Meth, which is faith 
based. Though still in its in-

fancy, the recovery program 
has already seen families re-
stored and children returned 
to their homes.

Moree said a bunkhouse 
to house eight additional cli-
ents is in the plans.

Persons interested in spon-
soring or investing in Sec-
ond Chance Homes may 
contact Moree through Life 
After Meth Ministries.

HOMES From page 1

The first tiny house to be built by Second Chance Homes by Second Chance 
Hands is nearly completed at Recovery Ranch west of Mineola, part of the Life 
After Meth Ministry. (Courtesy photo)



The Quitman Public Library 
is open and providing public 
service in accordance with 
current state guidelines. 
Social distancing and 
wearing protective masks are 
strongly encouraged.

All patron areas are regularly disinfected 
with industrial grade sanitizer.  

Many library programs are slowly and 

carefully returning, but state mandated 
maximum capacity guidelines are being 
enforced.

Our children’s program coordinator has 
announced that the 2020 Summer Reading 
program is still planned for June, but 
activities have been modified for outdoors 
at Gov. Jim Hogg City Park. A schedule will 
be announced soon. 

Knitting and crochet instruction class 

vegetable and herb garden 
of Mitchel Bowles. Bowles’ 
first comment about his 
long-standing garden was, 
“it’s a big ol’ learning pro-
cess.”

Bowles attributes his pas-
sion for his garden to the 
childhood he enjoyed at 
Sand Springs. He marveled 
at the muscadines, plums 
and persimmons he found 
in the woods. His father, 
Floyd (Chunky) Bowles 
had a huge influence on his 
life and passed on a green 
thumb.

“My Dad grew every-
thing” stated Bowles.

The family bloodlines 
were indeed green. Nurs-
ery and flower shops were 
run by two aunts in Alba 
and Edom, while Grandma 
Nina Oxford ran a nursery 
in Birthright, just north of 
Sulphur Springs. 

Years of trial and error 
have resulted in a produc-
tive addition to the dinner 
table for Bowles and his 
wife Becky. “We try to have 
something from the garden 
in all our meals,” he stated. 

He explained that it 
doesn’t take years of practice 
to grow produce. Bowles 
recommended starting with 

the easiest vegetables to 
grow first – squash, toma-
toes – and build from there.  

Growing vegetables, flow-
ers and even trees from seed 
might be considered an ad-
vanced course in gardening, 
but Bowles sees it as both a 
challenge and a connection 
to his past. His small hold-
ing includes a white peach 

tree and two rose bushes 
which are second generation 
within the Bowles family.

Bowles summarized his 
description of gardening by 
explaining that everything 
was in God’s hands. As gar-
deners, “we take something 
small and with our own 
hands nurture it into a ma-
ture food-producing plant; it 
just tastes better.”

Dana Gray echoed Bowles’ 
sentiments regarding fam-
ilies and gardens. As she 
framed it, “We learn from 
our elders and build great 
experiences for our chil-
dren.” She added it is, for 
many reasons, simply a wise 
thing to do. 

While on the road driv-
ing between suppliers, Gray 
shared a story from her 
childhood. One year just af-
ter Easter all the grandchil-
dren were directed to “grab 
your Easter baskets…we are 
going to the garden!”

In today’s times that is an 
outstanding idea.

CHARLES W. “CHUCK” WELLS 
1946-2020

Charles W. “Chuck” Wells passed 
away following a brief illness on Sunday, 
March 29, 2020, in Longview, surround-
ed by his loving family. Chuck was born 
in Newton, Miss., on June 1, 1946 and 
grew up in Mineola, graduating from 
Mineola High School before attending 
Navarro College and University of Tex-
as at Arlington. His humble upbringing 
in small-town East Texas didn’t prevent 
Chuck from dreaming big and fulfilling 

those dreams by becoming a successful entrepreneur and 
generous philanthropist. In 1972, Chuck married the love of 
his life, Jackie Lee Kelley, in Carlsbad, N.M. The couple set-
tled in Arlington, where they started a journey that includ-
ed children, grandchildren, friends and the ownership of a 
long list of local businesses. Chuck demonstrated early on 
a genuine talent for wholesale distribution. He purchased 
a struggling rubber products distributorship in 1976, which 
he built into an extraordinarily successful sales and manu-
facturing operation before selling out and relocating to Big 
Sandy in 1988. While living in East Texas, Chuck had the 
pleasure to pursue a variety of interests, including raising 
cutting horses and quarter horses as well as owning a maga-
zine and a restaurant, building an authentic Old West Town 
on the ranch he and Jackie shared, and even serving on the 
Big Sandy School Board. He also saw his family grow up 
and become independent and found himself being drawn 
back into the business world of the Metroplex, where he 
and Jackie still maintained close friendships and business 
relationships. In 2000, Chuck returned to Arlington and 
purchased Summit Industries, a small wholesale distribu-
tor. Two years later, he purchased Fast-Spec Inc., another 
small distributorship. Chuck combined and streamlined op-
erations of the two companies, growing them into a power-
house sales organization doing business around the world. 
Despite his success in business, Chuck remained true to his 
small-town roots and always put family and friends first. He 
was a generous supporter of local charities and causes while 
not wishing to have the spotlight shine on him personally. 
He took great pleasure in traveling with Jackie, often cruis-
ing with family and friends to exotic destinations around the 
globe. Chuck was preceded in death by his beloved Jackie, 
his parents, a brother and two sisters. He is survived by his 

stepson, David and David’s daughter, Shelby; his son, Ryan 
(wife, Amy) and their children, Alexis, Cody, Macy and Kel-
ly; his daughter, Nicki (husband, Chris) and their children, 
Charlee and Carson; his sister-in-law, June Kelley; nephew, 
Max Patterson; and niece, Sally Poarch; in addition to a huge 
list of close friends and associates. Chuck is also survived by 
his close friend, Mary Turner, of Longview. The family re-
quests that donations, in lieu of flowers, be made in Chuck’s 
honor and memory to Arlington Life Shelter at http://www.
arlingtonlifeshelter.org/ (To donate, please follow the link 
provided.) Service will held at a later date.

VIVIAN LEE HARRIS ROBERTS 
1926-2020

Vivian Lee Harris Roberts was born on Aug. 2, 1926 to 
Grover C. and Hattie Tyson Harris in Quitman. She had one 
sister, Virginia Louise Henderson.

Vivian married the love of her life, Preston, on June 29, 
1947. During their marriage of almost 65 years, Vivian and 
Preston lived a full and rewarding life – traveling, fishing, 
square dancing and raising cattle. 

Vivian graduated from Tyler Commercial College and 
worked 31 years for the State Department of Public Welfare.

She was a long-time member of the Myrtle Springs Baptist 
Church. 

Vivian was preceded in death by her parents, sister and 
her husband. She is survived by sisters-in- law, Madille 
Vaughn of Kaufman and Lola Faye Baker of Quitman; and 
numerous nieces, nephews and friends who will miss her 
smile and quick laugh. 

RHONDA COX 
1967-2020

Rhonda Cox, 53 of Mineola, passed 
away on Wednesday, May 13, 2020 at 
her home in Mineola. She was born on 
May 5, 1967 in Tyler to Robert Cox and 
Joyce Browning Cox. She was a Baptist 
and a nurse. 

Rhonda was preceded in death by 
her mother, Joyce Browning Cox. She 
is survived by her father, Robert Cox; 
daughters, Adrianne Nicholle Loyd and 

Amanda Marie Loyd; and brothers, Robert Don Cox and 
Russell Cox.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.

MARSHA FULGHAM MECHLEY KUNKEL 
1942-2020

Marsha Fulgham Mechley Kunkel, 77 of Harrison, Ohio 
passed away on May 15, 2020, surrounded by family. She 
was born at the Brooklyn Naval Hospital to the late Ethyl 
Cora Butler and Marshall Neal Fulgham on July 6, 1942.

Marsha grew up in Mineola. She met and married Victor 
Mechley in Dallas. After the birth of their first child, they 
moved to Cincinnati where they had three more children, 
including a son, Paul, who died at birth. Marsha enjoyed 
the years they lived in Cincinnati, Dillsboro, Ind. and Long 
Island, N.Y. She later met Steve Kunkel and they married 
at Liberty Baptist Church in Norwood, Ohio. They later 
attended Harrison Avenue Baptist Church. Marsha has 
many lasting friendships with members of both churches. 
Marsha served many churches as the pianist, beginning as 
a teen in Mineola, through age 70 when she retired from 
Harrison Avenue Baptist Church.

Marsha had multiple battles with cancer. She was proud 
to be a 6-year breast cancer survivor and found an endur-
ing peace when she was diagnosed with lung cancer, say-
ing, “If the Lord gives me more time with my family and 
friends, I win, and when He takes me home, I really win.”

Marsha was preceded in death by her loving mother, 
Ethyl Ashley, and her loving step father, Tom Ashley.

Marsha is survived by her husband, Steve Kunkel, and 
their children, Cassie Blankenhorn (Tim) of Lawrenceburg, 
Ind., Penny Mechley-Porter (Steve) of Erie, Penn., Rachel 
Hopkins (Dave) of West Harrison, Ind., Paul Kunkel (Sue) 
of Aurora, Ind., Karen Garrison (Brad) of Colerain Town-
ship, Ohio; their grandchildren, Sam (Haley), Emily, Jack, 
Eliza, Frank, Florence, Abi, Allyson, Arynn, Adam, AJ, 
Anna, Adelynn, Sarah, Julia, Katherine, Benjamin and Jo-
siah; and one great-granddaughter, Lily. Marsha is also 
survived by her siblings, Bill Fulgham (Sandra) of Mineola 
and Judy Bechtold (Ken) of Woodland, Cal.; her BFF, Ca-
milla Knight; and many beloved nieces and nephews.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the funeral was private for 
immediate family on Wednesday May 20, 2020. Burial fol-
lowed at Gibson Cemetery. Funeral arrangements are han-
dled by the Brater-Winter Funeral Home.

Please make memorial donations to Marsha’s great 
niece’s Go Fund Me (search “GoFundMe Samantha’s Can-
cer Story”) or Queen City Hospice at www.QueenCityHos-
pice.com/donate.
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Grays Nursery and Garden Center maintains an ample stock of fruit and veg-
etable seeds. (Monitor photo by John Arbter)

City of Mineola to go ahead with 
annual July 4 fireworks display

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

The city of Mineola will 
go ahead with a fireworks 
show on the Fourth of July – 
assuming such activities are 
still allowed.

The city council voted 
Monday to hold the event at 
its usual location at the Min-
eola Civic Center.

But it will not include any 
related activities, as festi-
val type events have not yet 
been approved.

The council discussed 
whether to hold the event at 
the Mineola Nature Preserve 
since it would allow for easi-
er social distancing.

But in a unanimous vote 
the council decided the tra-
ditional site would be best, 
as many residents around 
the area also watch from 

their yards or bring RVs to 
the civic center.

Council member Polly 
Jones expressed concerns 
about fireworks disturbing 
the preserve’s wildlife.

City Manager Mercy 
Rushing said the city usu-
ally seeks private donations 
to help fund the fireworks 
display which costs about 
$5,000.

She said the money for 
the show is in the city bud-
get, and the city will not be 
soliciting donations, which 
normally raise about $4,000.

There had been concern 
about the fireworks distribu-
tor being able to secure ma-
terials for the normal show, 
but Fire Marshal David 
Madsen said he received late 
word that the city should be 
able to have a show compa-
rable to recent years.

meets each Thursday, 2-4 p.m. in the 
Shamburger Community Room, and it will 
meet throughout the summer. Students of 
all ages and skill levels may bring their own 
supplies and join the group for this free 
instruction.

The Wood County TX Genealogical 
Society will have volunteers on hand 
throughout the summer to assist you with 
your family history research. Call 903-763-
4191 to schedule an appointment or contact 
a member through the society’s Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/groups/
woocotx.

Patron cards are available for those who 
provide photo identification and proof of 

residence in Wood County. A guardian 
must sign for children ages 5-17.

Hours are Tuesday through Friday from 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Keep current at www.facebook.
com/quitmanpubliclibrary and visit the 
library’s website at www.quitmanlibrary.
org. Wi-Fi is available 24/7. Download the 
OverDrive® app to connect to our library’s 
vast collection of eBooks, audiobooks and 
streaming video.  

Contact the library by phone at 903-763-
4191, fax 903-763-2532, text 903-952-8305 or 
by email at quitmanlibrarian@gmail.com 
and we will respond as quickly as possible.
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Merchandise for Sale

Garage Sales

Mineola, 675 Inwood St., Fri.-Sat., 
May 22-23, 9a.m.-5p.m. Moving Sale, 
everything must go. Some household 
things, lots of shop & yard tools.

Estate Sales

Mineola, 3670 FM 1801, begins May 
21, 8 a.m. Living estate of Shirley 
Meeks, hosted by Country Road 
Estate Sales. 903-705-3102.

Furniture

For sale: Hospital bed, like new, $150. 
Dining room set, eight chairs, $150. 
Brand new heavy punching bag with 
stand, $300. China cabinet, $100. 
214-794-6641.

Rentals

Mobile Homes

Mobile home 3-bedroom, 2-bath. No 
pets allowed, in Quitman. Call 903-
850-3570.

Wood County Monitor classifieds

2185 N. Pacific, Ste. 200 • Mineola TX 75773
903-569-5115 • www.HefnerGroup.com
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TX Vikki Carr 
      1991 Latin hit:
      “Cosas del ____”
  5  arsonist, for short
  6  TXism: “at the
      drop of _  ___”
      (impulsive)
  7  singer Horne who
      appeared in
      “Words and Music”
      with TX Cyd
      Charisse (1948)
  8  it has big ornamen-
      tal flowers (2 wds.)
17  NYSE symbol for
      parent company of
      TX Oncor
18  TXism: “give me
      the bacon _______ 
      ___ sizzle”
      (be brief)
21  JFK’s WWII boat
22  Houston beat
      Santa ____ at
      San Jacinto
23  TXism: “jumpy __
      _  ___ on ice”
24  “it’s _  _____ of
      love” (good work)
29  Gulf shrimp
      catcher (2 wds.)
30  chooses
31  this Henke was a
      Ranger closer
      (init.)
32  “headhunters”
      _____  __
      corporations
34  tropical birds, e.g.
35  scouting org.
      based in Texas  
36  TXism: “dead as a
      ________”
37  TXism: “small fish
      in _  ___ pond”
38  sign up with
39  how we reacted to
      a cute joke (3 wds.)

  1  rich Texans might
      vacation in _  ____ 
      _______, CA resort
  2  TX Janis hit: “Piece
      of __  _____”
  3  easternmost city
      in Texas

41  a nickname for ex-
      Ranger first base
      Adrian Gonzalez 
42  ___ Fresnos, TX
43  Paul of 1973 film
      “American Graffiti” 
      with TX Candy Clark
44  TX James _____
      Matson won 1968 gold
      in shot put
45  Pierre is its capitol (abbr.)

46  TX Freddy Fender
      1975 hit: “Before
      the Next Tear____
      Falls”
47  ex-Texan linebacker,
      Zac (2007-10)
48  Padre Island named
      after priest Jose
      _______ Balli  
50  song: “Raisin’ ____
      in Texas” (1980)
51  gun rights grp.
52  TXism: “___ be a
      monkey’s uncle”
53  dishonorable man

  4  in Fisher County
      on highway 70
  9  Jerry, to the Dallas
      Cowboys
10  fuzz that collects
      in the belly button
11  TXism: “call __  _
      day” (quit)
12  “_  _ Belo” owns 
      “The Dallas
      Morning News”
13  TXism: “useless
      as panty hose __ 
      _  ___”
14  oxidizes
15  arrival guesses at
      DFW and Love Fld.
16  “and so on” (abbr.)
19  TXism: “he’s a
      little shy in the 
      ___  ____” (dumb)
20  biofuel additive for
      gasoline

22  __  _____dog can’t 
      learn new tricks  
24  Texarkana is in 
      Texas and this
      state (abbr.)
25  not an incandes-
      cent light (abbr.)
26  gear wheel tooth
      (2 wds.)
27  cooks with direct
      heat at a high
      temperature
28  “A Mighty Fortress
      Is ___  ___” hymn

29  meadow (2 wds.)  
30  TXism: “chew __ 
      __ awhile” (ponder)
33  this Smith was GM
      of the Astros
34  to a small extent
      (2 wds.)
35  glues
37  TXism: “as wel-
      come as a skunk
      __  _  ______”
38  surname of 9-down  
40  this Carter started
      the “Fort Worth
      Star-Telegram”
41  fancy party
44  annoy or irritate
47  President Trump
49  1961 hurricane that
      damaged Texas
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Classified deadlines
and prices:

Display ads
Noon Monday,
$9/column inch

Word ads
3 p.m. Monday,

$12 for 15 words and then 20-cents/word

Call 903-763-4522 or 903-569-2442

20 years experience
Free Estimates

512-673-6705

• Tree Trimming & Removal •
• Complete Lawn Care •

• Acreage Mowing •
• Shredding •

O

   JDS    JDS
Land Management

COUNTRY TRAILS
Wellness & Rehabilitation

Contact Candy Janes HR

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140

EEOC/M/F/D/V

With New Shift Differentials

F/T CNA’s
F/T LVN/RN

Buy lot 50x100' near
Lake Fork, RV ready,
$1500 down and
monthly payments

under $200
(903) 878-7265

Under $200/ MONTH 
buys land at Lake Fork. 
50x100’. Perfect for site 
built homes, mobiles/ 
RV’s. (903)878-7265.

According to the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development all 
publishers should publish a notice such as 
the one below to indicate compliance with 
the Fair Housing Act. 

The Publisher’s Notice must be 
published one time in every edition of 
your publication that contains real estate/
housing advertising. The notice should be 
placed at the beginning of the real estate/
housing classi ed ads.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertised herein 
is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or national 
origin, or intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” 
This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are here-
by informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION
3601 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73105 • (405) 499-0020, 1-888-815-2672 (toll-free in OK) • www.OkPress.com

October 2008

The Fair Housing Act also applies to 
display advertising for real estate and 
rental properties. 

Display advertising should include the 
equal housing opportunity slogan or logo 

at the following standards dictated by the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. These indicate to 
the public that the property is available to 
everyone under the provisions of the Fair 
Housing Act.

EHO LOGO IN ADS

AD SIZE

Less than 4 column inches:
(Slogan Only)

4 column inches 
to less than 1/8 page:

(Logo Dimensions: 1/2” x 1/2”)

1/8 page 
to less than 1/2 page:

(Logo Dimensions: 1” x 1”)

1/2 page or larger:
(Logo Dimensions: 2” x 2”)

SLOGAN OR LOGO SIZE

NEWSPAPER REQUIREMENT ADVERTISER REQUIREMENT

Download the 
Equal Housing Logo at 
www.OkPress.com/FHA

WINNSBORO 
SQUARE 

APARTMENTS
The Finest In Apartment Living for 
Persons 62 Years of Age or Older, 

Handicap/Disabled Adults
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

We do have a 1 bedroom vacancy
1 & 2 bedroom single story, energy efficent, 

all electric, blinds, W/D connections, 
range/FF refrge, exterior storage on 

porches and community activities building. 
Section 8 vouchers accepted. 
407 McKinney St.

Winnsboro, Texas  75494
903-342-3205

This Institution Is An 
Equal Opportunity 

Provider & Employer
Handicap
Accessible

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
 Sealed bids will be received by Ramey Water Supply Corporation for the construction 
of the Distribution Line Improvements on CR 2245, CR 2310, FM 37, Forest View 
Development & The Reserve Development at the office of Velvin & Weeks whose mailing 
and physical address  930 E Corsicana St Athens, TX 75751 until June 4, 2020 at 10:00 
am and then opened and read aloud. Because of COVID-19, our office is closed to the public 
and we will have a privately held bid opening with a video conference for bidders to view. 

Project will include, but not limited to the following:

• 47’ of 3” PVC SDR-21, Class 200 water line. 
• 5,332’ of 4” PVC SDR-21, Class 200 water line.
• 5,028’ of 6” PVC SDR-21, Class 200 water line.
•  5,091’ of 8” PVC SDR-21, Class 200 water line.
•  2,116 of 4” PVC SDR-21, Class 200 Yelomine restrained joint water line.
•  124’ of 6” PVC SDR-21, Class 200 Yelomine restrained joint water line.
•  2,721’ of 8” PVC SDR-21, Class 200 Yelomine restrained joint water line.

Bid Security, Performance and Payment Bonds shall be as set forth in the INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR BIDDERS.  Plans, Specifications and Bidding Documents may be obtained from the 
office of the Engineer:

Velvin & Weeks Consulting Engineers, Inc.
930 East Corsicana Street
Athens, Texas  75751
(903) 675-3903

Electronic copies are at no charge. Hard copies are $100.00 per set (non-refundable).

The Ramey Water Supply Corporation reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to 
waive any formalities. No Bidder may withdraw his bid within 60 days after the actual bid 
opening date.
      RAMEY WATER SUPPLY CORPORATION

      (OWNER)

NO. 13,669
ESTATE OF § IN THE COUNTY COURT
 §
MARGARET (a/k/a KEM) § OF
FRANCES BETTS, 
 §
DECEASED § WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of MARGARET (a/k/a KEM) FRANCES BETTS, 
Deceased, were issued on May 13, 2020, in No. 13,669, 
pending in the County Court of Wood County, Texas to 
JUANITA BESS BRYANT.
The residence of the Independent Executor is in Wood County,  
Texas. The post office address of the Independent Executor is 
c/o Richard E. Roberts, P.O. Box 70, Quitman, Wood County, 
Texas 75783.
All persons having claims against the Estate, which is currently 
being administered, are required to present them within the 
time and in the manner prescribed by law.
DATED this 13th day of May, 2020.

________________________________________
RICHARD E. ROBERTS, Attorney for
JUANITA BESS BRYANT, Independent Executor

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of Faydell Gilbreath, Deceased, were issued 
on May 13, 2020, in Cause No. 13,686, pending in the 
County Court of Wood County, Texas, to:  SHARON FAY 
GILBREATH.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to present them 
to the undersigned within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law.

c/o:  KYLE G. WAGGONER
 Attorney at Law
 PO Box 1152
 Mineola, TX 75773

New principal appointed for Mineola Elementary Mineola schools shift focus to summer, fall
By PHIL MAJOR

publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

Two new administrators 
were hired for Mineola 
campuses Monday.

The school board ap-
proved Brittany Thompson 
as the new principal of Min-
eola Elementary School and 
James Knabendshue as as-
sistant principal at Mineola 
Primary.

Four new teachers also 
joined the staff at the pri-
mary campus, Sadie Adams 
and Callie Swaner for first 
grade and Amy Castleber-
ry and Stephanie Pullen for 
second grade.

Kelly Kennedy was hired 
for middle school English 
language arts and reading.

Two teacher/coaches were 
also hired: Regina Cooper 

(middle school) and Allen 
Wilson (high school).

Resignations included 
Martha Crump, first grade; 
Khindra Kent, third grade; 
and Jaime Ellison and Brett 
Powell, fifth grade.

Staff positions and resig-
nations were also approved 
for Wood County Special 
Education Co-op.

The board approved a 
plan to have two Mineola 
teachers trained as reading 
specialists to comply with 
the state’s new Reading 
Academy guidelines in the 
lower grades.

The district will have a 
memorandum of under-
standing with the Region 7 
Education Service Center to 
provide the training for the 
MISD pair, who would then 
in turn train Mineola teach-

ers in the science of reading.
As curriculum director 

Jennifer Knipp explained, 
new teachers coming out of 
college have been trained in 
this technique, but teachers 
already in the system will 
need the training.

The board discussed 
whether it would be better 
to have Region 7 administer 
the entire program rather 
than put the responsibility 
on the two local instructors.

“I would put our peo-
ple up against Region 7,” 
Knipp said.

Board President John Ab-
bott noted that it would be 
an advantage to have the 
two on campus all the time 
for assistance.

The program could also 
be expanded beyond the re-
quired elementary grades.

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

As Texas public schools 
continue to deal with the 
fallout from COVID-19, 
Mineola ISD Superinten-
dent Cody Mize briefed the 
school board Monday on the 
district’s continuing efforts.

He outlined plans for a live 
graduation June 5.

The district will be shift-
ing to its summer business 
schedule in the coming 
weeks, though offices will 
remain closed other than by 
appointment.

He said the district hopes 
to reopen its offices to the 
public July 6.

He said that the commu-
nity will be surveyed in the 
coming weeks about reopen-
ing school in the fall.

Two big questions, Mize 

said, include whether there 
will be the mandatory state 
tests for students next year 
and whether there will be 
accountability ratings for 
districts. Both were sus-
pended this year.

The state has said that 
schools may reopen for 
summer school after May 31. 
Mize said the district needs 
to take a look at the guide-
lines for that.

During the monthly spe-
cial recognitions, Mize 
praised the technology de-
partment as the support staff 
of the month.

Having virtual school 
would not have been pos-
sible without them, he said. 
They set up a daily tech sup-
port system to help teachers 
and students connect during 
stay-at-home and school 
closing orders.

They include Joseph Arm-
strong, Dennis Pappa, Don 
Woolley, Kaye Morris, Mar-
quita Stottern, Donna Baker 
and Carolyn Stanford.

During student recogni-
tions, Middle School Prin-
cipal Kendall Gould varied 
from the usual two students 
to name the top 10 students, 
which are normally an-
nounced during the annual 
awards assembly. But it had 
to be canceled.

They include Sarah Brust, 
Ella Layne, Chevelle Smith, 
Yuka Torres, Aiden Gould, 
Macy Fischer, Mariana Del-
gadillo, Fernal Ventura, Jor-
dan Saxon and Cody Bran-
nan.

High School Principal Da-
vid Sauer announced the 
teacher of the month, Kerry 
Van Cleave, who is also the 
campus teacher of the year. 



By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

A proposal to formal-
ly name the Quitman ISD 
Auditorium after Kristina 
Linker Johnson was put on 
hold until the board has 
time to study the matter and 

come back with a plan.
The popular theater teach-

er passed away recently.
“I want to make sure we 

do it correctly and do it the 
right way,” Superinten-
dent Rhonda Turner said. 
“I would like for our facil-
ities committee to take this 

on knowing we are going to 
honor her and do something 
in her name. I want to give 
you all the opportunity to 
look through all these letters 
that have been submitted 
so you would have a good 
understanding of what we 
need to do for her.”

Board member Doug Cam-
eron said, “I am an alumni of 
Quitman High School and 
I had teachers who touched 
my life for many, many years 
and there is not a building 
named after them. I do be-
lieve when we do this in 
honoring a teacher, and Ms. 
Johnson  is due this honor, 
we need to plan for the future 
as well because there will be 
many teachers or superinten-
dents or principals who have 
touched lives as well.”

Prior to making a motion, 
former student Daniel Gam-
bill said, “After I got news 
that Ms. J had passed I found 
myself going over just how 
important she was to me. 
She was more than a teach-
er. She invested her life into 
ours. She focused her life 
and energy in making each 
one of us to become better 
people. She is undoubtedly 
one of the most important 
people in my life. Without 
her I wouldn’t have my wife 
so I would therefore not 
have my son and without 
her I wouldn’t have found 
my calling.”

Cameron made the motion 
for the facilities committee 
to come back and make a 
recommendation at their 
earliest convenience. The 
motion passed. 

The board approved a res-
olution to commit $1 million 
from fund balance for future 
needs related to facilities 
and maintenance and con-
struction for five years.

The board called a special 
meeting July 27 to decide on 
the public meeting date on 
the budget and proposed 
tax rate.
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SHOP LOCAL

Your business belongs here.
email: ads@wood.cm

Doing business online?

Have new hours of business?

Closed your doors temporarily?

List your business on our website
for free at open.wood.cm (not a typo)

Mineola.com
City of Mineola
903-569-6183

info@mineola.com

The best way to keep safe & support our friends,
family & neighbors is to consciously shop local when
possible. Use curbside & delivery when possible.

Shop Local. Shop Mineola.
#MineolaStrong

Kish Carlton, MD 
Family Medicine

UT Health East Texas Physicians in Quitman 

welcomes Kish Carlton, MD, a board-certified 

family medicine physician. He sees patients of 

all ages. “As a family medicine provider, I get 

to enjoy all aspects of patient care across the 

age continuum. It is very rewarding.”

New Patients Welcome
For more information or to schedule an 

appointment, call 903-763-6220.

UT Health East Texas Physicians are in-network providers 

for Medicare, Medicaid and most insurance plans.

117 N. Winnsboro St. 
Quitman, TX 75783

UTHealthEastTexasDoctors.com

Buddy accepted the Lord at a young age in Newport, Kentucky. 
He states: “I depend on the Lord in all that I do,” Psalms 37:4, 5.

Buddy’s baritone/bass interpretation of many songs has thrilled 
and warmed hearts across America. His first “full time” singing 
job was with the Orrell Quartet of Detroit, Michigan in 1963. 
From 1966 to 1968 he sang with the Landmark Quartet out 
of the Landmark Baptist Temple of Cincinnati, Ohio. Buddy 
was a member of the Florida Boys Quartet for more than 25 
years, performing on the “Gospel  Singing Jubilee” many years, 
and singing on over twenty “Singing” and “Preaching” cruises by 
Templeton Tours.

Buddy was the recipient of the prestigious Marvin Norcross 
Award at the National Quartet Convention in 1995, known as 
one of the most honorable awards in Gospel music. He also 
received the Favorite Bass Award given by the “Singing News” 
Magazine. He has appeared on many of the Bill Gaither videos, 
singing a solo on the “Sing Your Blues Away” Video. He sang at 
a Congressional Breakfast in Washington D.C., and appeared 
on Nashville Now, Nashville Prime Time, and The Today Show 
from New York and has toured Israel with Gospel Concerts of 
California. Buddy was also inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of 
Fame.

Buddy is now a solo ministry, conducting concerts, revivals, 
camp meetings and special services.

Buddy 
Liles
APPEARING

Harvest Acres 
   Baptist Church

1062 W. Loop 564, Mineola

Friday, May 29th • 7 pm

Residents of the Wood Memorial Nursing Center in Mineola were treated to a parade on Friday. The residents of care 
facilities around the state have been unable to welcome guests during the health and safety precautions implemented 
to slow the spread of the coronavirus. Though Wood County has not been hit hard, nursing homes in other areas of the 
state have been among the areas where outbreaks have been reported. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

QISD facility committee to study naming theater


